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I love how the month of December gives me a chance to reflect on the year behind, and
look forward to the year ahead.  December is a busy month in my family, as we have a lot
of birthdays.  But this month is also packed with a lot of joyful tradition.  One tradition we
started when my boys were young was to enjoy cake for breakfast on their birthday.  This
was an easy way for us to celebrate their special day in the morning, no matter what the
busy December schedule brought that day.  One thing I have learned since I started
working at CASA is - not everyone has a joy filled December.  Many families struggle this
time of year, financially and emotionally.  Most of our CASA children are in strange
homes without their own toys, clothes or other belongings. 2020 brought hardship and
loss to a lot of people, but the children we serve at Southeast Nebraska CASA were able
to have a voice thanks to our wonderful volunteers!  

Southeast Nebraska CASA saw tremendous blessings in the hard things this year.  We
received two grants that helped us increase our marketing and recruitment strategies and
launch an online capital campaign.  We sold our building in Seward which will allow us to
start an endowment to grow our program and serve more children.  The most
heartwarming part about 2020 is how many individuals and organizations saw the work
that we do at Southeast Nebraska CASA and wanted to help.  We have trained more
volunteers this year than we have since I started in 2016. Thanks to the generous help of
many organizations, we were also able to provide a Christmas gift for every child that has
been removed from their home due to abuse or neglect in our five counties.  We are
thrilled that we raised enough money this year to be able to hire a full time 
Training and Recruitment Director to help us continue to grow in 
2021 and beyond.
2020 will go down in history as a difficult year.  But at Southeast
Nebraska CASA, it will also go down as a year of blessings.  These
blessings come from our volunteers, our communities and YOU!  May
your Holiday season be blessed, and I wish you joyful hope for the new
year.



V O L U N T E E R

Spotlight

Meet Ernesto 

I am a crazy person!

My name is Ernesto Medina. I am a Pastor.  I served as an Episcopal Priest for 30
years and after retirement decided to work as a Lutheran Pastor. Sometimes I
consider myself “post-denominationly” ordained.

I am married to the wonderful and beautiful Susan Medina and have celebrated 27
years of marriage. We have three most incredible children. 
Eric is working in Los Angeles.  Elizabeth is working in Property Management in Iowa
(She also is active in a Roller Derby team).  My step son, Sean, is a talented tattoo
artist and installs solar paneling.

I have been on a journey most of my adult life to find the truth of God as expressed through the human
experience. My quest has been to listen to the stories of others of how they have encountered the divine. I find my
life more satisfied as we are willing to share the intimate narratives of our lives. All win when we share our realities
of God. This journey has never disappointed.

I pride myself in being a storyteller and a steward of tradition. I am not afraid of the future. I tend to think
and/or dream “out of the box,” sometimes being considered unconventional or unorthodox. I seek inclusion for
all people.

Although I have lots of years as an ordained minister, I must note that prior to seminary I was a Whale Trainer
at Sea World in San Diego!

My start and interest in CASA was because of my volunteer work as a member of a local Foster Care Review
Board.  These boards meet once a month and examine and evaluate foster care cases in the the MACRO. 
 Although I felt good about that work, I also felt the desire to do some work at the MICRO level.  I thus called the
CASA office in Douglas County about 7 years ago and the journey began.  I continue working as a CASA
volunteer in Douglas County, but 2 years ago, since I was working in Gage County, I asked if they needed by
experience and help.  I think I was volunteer #1 as they were restarting the program.  I love it and hate it.  Those
of you who have done CASA for a while understand that feeling.  

The next thing I want to say you need to know I say with a smile.  To get you to volunteer, it is my sincere belief
that the staff lie to us!!!  I remember seeing a video of the Governor’s wife doing her thing as a CASA volunteer
and how wonderful it was to have an ongoing relationship with the children as they grow older.  I think she was
even invited to the wedding.  All I can say is that will never happen with any of the 15 kids I have worked with! 
 The work is hard and real.  We bust our little rear ends doing the tough advocacy against a system that is really
broken.  And that is why I really don’t have a choice to not be a CASA volunteer.  It is the right thing to do for
these kids.

I won’t stop being a CASA now!



We did it!

Thank You!

Eighty-five donations brought in $11,754.80 and one
matching anonymous donor contributed $10,000 to our

organization. The average donation was $136.00. 

To say our fundraising project was a success is
an understatement! Thanks to 3 service

organizations, 3 churches, 8 businesses and 73
private donors, we raised $21,754.80 for

Southeast Nebraska CASA! 

What an encouragement! What an inspiration! What motivation
to make 2021 better than ever! Thanks to all of you, in all the
ways you helped spread the word: sharing our social media

posts, celebrating our progress from week to week, and giving
what you were able. 

 
We feel so proud and so fortunate to be in community with all of

you and be of one mind to help kids by creating the strongest
CASA Volunteer Training and Support Program as possible.

 
We cannot thank our donors, our board members, our allies, and

most especially our volunteers enough for all they've done to
make this dream come true. We are so excited for what the

future holds for Southeast Nebraska CASA and we feel privileged
to share the journey with you. 

 



BNI Heartland Seward Chapter, Seward FBLA, 
and Seward Helping Hands Helped Spread Holiday Cheer to Our CASA

Children

Comm
unities

We   Our

The Crete Cardinal Cheerleaders partnered
with Southeast Nebraska CASA and donated
hats and gloves to kids in that are currently

in foster care! in Saline County

A huge Thank You to Jones Bank
for being a Matching Donor during our

CASA for Every Kid Campaign



Happy Holidays
F R O M  A L L  O F  U S  A T

S O U T H E A S T  N E B R A S K A  C A S A

Sonia
M A R C ISheena

Amber Kim

Hope

@SoutheastNebraskaCASA

https://www.southeastnebraskacasa.org

@SoutheastNECASA

senecasa68434



We're Moving!
 As of January 4th you can find us in Seward at:

1313 285th St. Seward, NE 68434

WE ARE STILL WORKING! We are currently
all working from home and are still providing
services. 

Feel free to reach out to us if you are needing
anything in the time we are moving!

Southeast Nebraska CASA
2020 Annual Survey

We appreciate your feedback! 

Please take a moment to fill out our survey at:
 

https://forms.gle/jkKCnqhfSSkh8F1k9

https://forms.gle/jkKCnqhfSSkh8F1k9

